


Now that I have looked through Phil’s collection of images I realise that I 
recognise several of the pictures, even though I perhaps wasn’t always 
aware that they had been created by him! I have met and worked with 
Phil, a fellow Australian, a number of times over the years, with him 
being a regular fixture at the Phillip Island circuit. He has taken pictures 
of me for various magazine articles and I’ve always been impressed with 
the results.

The images in the book are really varied, bringing the spirit of Ducati and 
its racing history to life. I think it’s obvious from the collection that Phil is, 
and always has been, really interested in Ducati and is, I guess, a true 
fan or Ducatista! 

The fact that he has been taking photographs of the bikes, riders 
and teams for more than 20 years proves that he is as dedicated and 
passionate as all of those who are involved in one way or another with 
Ducati, whether that dedication and passion means that we work for 
the company, or ride only Ducati-manufactured bikes, or follow the race 
teams around the world as one of so many devoted fans.

There are of course a few photos of myself that conjure up some special 
memories for me, for example those taken earlier this year at Phillip 
Island, my “home” track where I had a pretty perfect weekend, winning 
both races in front of the Aussie fans in what will be my last visit to the 
track on board a Ducati Superbike. 

And then there are the shots of the cameras and razors made by 
Ducati back when it began, which show just how far the company, and 
technology, has progressed since then. From the three Ducati brothers 

who started the radio components business in Bologna in 1926 to the 
great Fabio Taglioni who designed for Ducati from the 1950s to the 90s, 
the company’s history of innovation and individual flair has made it one 
of the most revered brands in the world of sport and design.

Now a fully diversified company, Ducati’s various businesses and 
brands continue to lead the world in cutting edge performance, feel and 
appearance.

This book is a wonderful and stylish overview of the many 
accomplishments of the world famous Ducati brand, with which I am so 
proud to be associated. 

My great association with the legendary Ducati factory has been the 
most successful racing relationship of my career.  During more than 
a decade my career with the world-renowned Italian company has 
included highlights such as my first World Superbike Championship 
win in 2001 and my second and third titles in 2006 and 2008 with the 
Ducati Xerox team. 

My career in World Superbikes is coming to an end this year but the 
Ducati story continues and this book is a great record of an important 
chapter of Ducati’s past. So I hope you enjoy looking through Phil’s 
pictures as much as I did.

 

Ciao guys, 
TB

foreword 
by troy bayliss


